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This is an essay | recently read, that is well ivoetading.

Is it better to be an observant Jew (i.e. keep Bataleat only Kosher), but be a bad person (i.kindnto
your fellow man); or to be a good person who isasbbservant?

Answer:

We have all met people of great character who ateeligious, and lowlifes who present a pious &aea
Some concentrate on having a good relationship @ith while others would rather focus on having




good relationships with fellow human beings.

It is not up to us to judge who is better -- tteat5-d's business. But we do have to decide whahs for
our own lives. Are rituals meaningful if not accoameed by kind-heartedness? Is goodness misfing
something if it is humanistic rather than divinesbd?

From a Jewish perspective, you can't really havewithout the other. Ritual without human compassg
hollow; and kindness without spirituality is limite

If someone is able to serve G-d -- pray ferverglgt kosher, observe all the festivals -- but néedgss
doesn't act kindly to others, then that is dysfiometl religion. If you really love G-d, then sureipu should
also love His children! Such a person's servieamspty.

But by the same token, one who is kind and cariaghas no spiritual connection may be a very rjce
person, but lacks a vital element -- the soul el@me

From a purely "humanistic" perspective, | am mej goe you; we can love each other, but we will v
remain distinct and separate. If | am kind to yien it is "me" going out of my way to be kind tpou."
But from the soul perspective, we are all one. Badies may be separate, but our souls are deejlyd;
because we are all part of the one Divine sourceh8& kindness | show you is as natural and inasténe

kindness | show myself.
All Jewish rituals are means to become more seaditio this soul-reality that unites us.

Yes, there are religious lowlifes. But imagine hawch lower they'd be without religion.

And there are secular saints. But their kindnessldvbe infinitely deeper if they became more awafréhe
soul dimension, and practiced the actions that makal in our lives.

A. Moss



- THOUGHTS ON THE PARSHAH OF THE WEEK by K’li-Chann ah

‘Shofetim’, “judges” and officers shall you appoint, Moshe reiterates. They must judge righteously
and not show favouritism or take a bribe. “Justice, justice shall you pursue, so that you will live and
possess the Land that the Lord your G-d gives you”.

An idolater must be put to death by stoning after investigation and testimony from at least two
witnesses. Difficult legal cases must be taken to a leading judge of the time in a higher court in the
nation’s capital. When they enter the Land, a King should be appointed from amongst the Israelites.
He should not amass horses, wives or wealth and must write two copies of the sefer Torah for
himself, to administer the Law. The Israelites must not allow diviners, sorcerers or spiritualists. G-d
will send prophets and the people are commanded to listen to them if their words come to pass.

Three cities of refuge are to be set aside for those who cause accidental death. And “if the Lord you
G-d enlarges your boundary, as He has sworn unto your fathers, and gives you ALL the Land which
he promised to give unto your fathers” (which includes the land east of the Jordan where some
tribes remained) “then you shall add three cities more” totalling six. Two or three witnesses are
required for guilt to be established by the judges. False witnesses shall be punished. Justice is
measure for measure.

G-d will be with the Israelites in battle. A Cohen should send home the faint-hearted before battle.
Men who have just built a new house, planted a vineyard or betrothed a woman should not fight but
return to establish their home. The Israelites should first attempt to make peace with a city and “if it
makes you an answer of peace, and open unto you, then it shall be, that all the people become
tributary to you”. They must not cut down fruit-bearing trees when they lay siege to a city.

If a deceased victim is found in open land, the elders and judges shall bring a heifer as an
atonement offering from the nearest city, wash their hands of the blood and declare that they had no
knowledge of the cause of the murder.

In this parshah we learn about the criminal justice system being established. In addition to local
judges and a high court, a king must be appointed. He must make two copies of the original sefer
Torah held by the Cohenim in the nation’s capital; the “gold standard” for Torah scrolls. Rashi says
of the two copies: one is for his treasury and “one that enters and goes forth” which he carries to
guide him.

Our former congregant Yitro Asheri, now an ordained scribe in Israel, completed a Torah in memory
of his murdered son, which was dedicated on Tu B’Shevat in Itamar this year. It takes an ordained
scribe an entire year to copy a Torah with all the taggin (crowns) on certain letters and various
specified letter variants. Every Torah is unique and yet they are all the same. Every Jewish male is
commanded to “write for yourselves this song”. As a person who has dedicated parshiyot in this
Torah and letters in others, it is a very enriching and emotional experience. How much more so
when one writes the scroll oneself, copying every word and carrying his “song” with him for life,
studying it as King to guide a nation. Shabbat Shalom.




lMPORTANT NOTlCE

THE NEXT MEAT DELIVERY WILL BE
SEPTEMBER 10TH
ORDERS MUST BE PLACED BY

FRIDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 2008

Unfortunately, due to Yomim Tovim
dates, the next meat order will not be
arriving until October 29th
ROUND CHALLAHS WILL BE
AVAILABLE FROM BAKERS DELIGHT
AND WILL NOT NEED TO BE ORDERED
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INGREDIENTS:
1 vanilla bean scraped

600ml vanilla flavoured
soy milk METHOD:

6 egg yolks Heat milk and scraped vanilla bean over medium-high
heat stirring until just below boiling point. Whis
together egg yolks, cornflour and sugar in a bowl.
50g caster sugar Gradually pour the hot milk in, whisking.

1 tbspn cornflour

Pour into a clean pan and stir overy low heat until
thickened







(Names)

Wish all our friends & family
Shana Tova, well over the fast and a
good Year

(Or choose your own wording)
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