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SHELACH LECHA — THOUGHTS ON THE PARSHAH OF THE WEEK by K’li-Channah

‘Shelach Lecha’, “send for yourself men that they m ay spy out the land of Canaan, which |
give unto the children of Israel”, G-d tells Moshe, “of every tribe of their fathers shall you
send a man, every one a leader among them”. So Mosh e sent twelve “princes”, one from
each tribe, to scout the quality of the land, see w  hether people live in camps or
strongholds, and to bring back fruit.

On their return after forty days, they reported tha  t there were Anakim living in Chevron, a
city older than ancient Zoan in Egypt, Amalekites i n the south, Hittites, Jebusites and
Amorites in the mountains, and Canaanites by the se  a and River Jordan. In the valley of
Eshcol they picked bunches of grapes so big they ha d to be carried on a pole by two men,
as well as pomegranates and figs.

Calev and Yehoshua were two spies who spoke in favo  ur of entering the “Land that flows
with milk and honey” as G-d had commanded. The othe r ten spoke against it, resulting in
distress and revolt throughout the camp, threats by the people to return to Egypt and to
stone Moshe, Aaron, Calev and Yehoshua.

G-d’s presence appeared in the Tentto all. G-d tol  d Moshe that he would destroy the
people and make Moshe’s descendants a mightier nati ~ on instead. Moshe pleaded with G-d
that other nations would hear of this failure to ta ke the people to the Land. He pleaded for
forgiveness with words we still chant at Festivals: “The Lord is slow to anger, abundant in
kindness, forgiving iniquity”.

G-d decreed that only after the generation who left Egypt have died would their children go
into the Land, after forty years wandering inthe d  esert (a year for each of the forty days of
the spies’ travels). The ten spies who spoke agains  t entering, perished immediately by
plague. On hearing this, the people panicked, rose early and in defiance of G-d, went up the
mountain to try to enter the Land by force but were driven back by Amalekites and
Canaanites.

G-d instructed Moshe on offerings for when they ent er the Land, including wine from
grapes of the Land and to set aside “Challah”, a po  rtion of their dough for the Cohenim.
Offerings seeking forgiveness for erring unintentio nally were defined. Deliberate acts in
defiance of G-d would result in that soul being cut off from the nation; as an example, a
man gathering sticks on Shabbat was stoned.

As a constant reminder of respect for G-d’s law, G-  d instructs Moshe that tzitzit (fringes)
containing a thread of blue be placed on the corner s of their clothes “that you go not about
after your own heart and your own eyes, after which you used to go astray; that you may
remember and do all My Commandments and be holy to your G-d”".

Sometimes in Jewish law “we do not know what we do not know”. Sometimes we err
unintentionally and need to ask forgiveness. In str iving towards a spiritual life, G-d reminds
us not to act arrogantly like the ten leaders, ori  n defiance like the panicked people, but to
listen to the “pintele yid”, the tiny spark of inde structible Jewishness in us all, to have faith
and try to keep mitzvot.

Shabbat Shalom.
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Wishing Franz Kempf, Shirley Alba and Judith Bayer a speedy recovery.
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