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KORACH — THOUGHTS ON THE PARSHAH OF THE WEEK by K’l i-Channah

Korach, cousin of Moshe and Aharon, with Dathan, Ab iram, On and 250 firstborn of the
tribe of Reuben rebelled. Korach claimed “All of th em are holy” and could lead. Moshe told
them to bring a firepan each, burn incense and G-d would choose who was holy. Dathan
and Abiram refused, saying Moshe misled people with promises that could not be fulfilled.
Moshe asked G-d not to accept their incense offerin  g. G-d told Moshe and Aharon
“separate yourself from among this congregation, th at | may consume them in a moment”.

Moshe and Aharon pleaded “G-d of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and You be
angry with all the congregation”. Moshe said that i f the ground opened and swallowed
Korach, Dathan and Abiram, it was proof that they h  ad despised G-d. A crevasse opened
swallowing their family, tents and belongings. A fl ame from G-d’'s presence devoured the
other 250 who were offering incense. G-d told Elaza  r to beat the firepans into plate-metal to
cover the altar as a reminder that only the descend  ants of Aharon may burn incense before
the Lord.

The people murmured in distress over the deaths. Ag ain G-d told Moshe to remove himself
so the people could be destroyed. A plague began an  d Moshe told Aharon to take a firepan
of burning incense among the people in atonement to stop the plague. As he stood
between the living and the dying, 14,700 died.

G-d told Moshe to take a rod for each of the 12 pri  nces, write their names, and add one for
Aharon of the tribe of Levi. The sticks were placed in front of the Ark and Aharon’s formed
buds, blossoms and ripe almonds. G-d told Moshe to keep it there as a reminder not to
rebel against Aaron’s descendants. The Talmud (Sota  h 52b) teaches us that later King
Josiah hid these reminders under King Solomon’s Tem ple: the Ark and its tablets, the jar of

Manna, the jar of sprinkling water, Aaron’s rod, an  d a chest given to G-d by the Philistines.

G-d told Aaron that he and his descendants would be  ar the consequences if ordinary men
or Levites stepped beyond their role in the Taberna  cle. G-d separated the duties and
rewards of Cohenim and Levites. All offerings of me at, oil, corn and fruit, firstborn cows,
sheep and goats, were for the Cohenim, but they wou  |d have no land. They were served by
Levites who received the tithes (a tenth) of agricu  ltural produce and cattle and after
providing a tenth to the Cohenim were entitled to t he remainder.

In Kabbalah, Korach is the reincarnation of Cain wh o killed his brother in a dispute;
Korach’s death into the earth performs a tikkun, a spiritual repair.

On a more literal level, the Torah teaches us that  G-d chooses a spiritual leader. The rebels,
first Nadav and Abihu (sons of Aharon), then prince s of ten tribes, over 250 firstborn of the
tribe of Reuben, and 14,700 others died because the y disputed G-d’s chosen leader.
Aharon represented life and for all time the Coheni  m were to be spiritual leaders to serve
and bless the people “with love”. Shabbat Shalom.
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